
(kinda like superkingdoms)

According to this system, the tree of life consists of three domains: Archaea, Bacteria, 

and Eukarya.[1] The first two are all prokaryotic microorganisms, or mostly single-celled 

organisms whose cells have no nucleus. All life that has a cell nucleus and eukaryotic 

membrane-bound organelles is included in Eukarya.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_life_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacteria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eukarya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domain_(biology)#cite_note-Woese1990-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prokaryotic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microorganism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cell_nucleus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organelle






You are probably quite familiar 

with the members of this 

kingdom as it contains all the 

plants that you have come to 

know - flowering plants,

mosses, and ferns. 

Plants are all multicellular and 

consist of complex cells. 

In addition plants are 

autotrophs, organisms that 

make their own food.

With over 250,000 species, the plant kingdom is the second largest kingdom. 

Plant species range from the tiny green mosses to giant trees.

Without plants, life on Earth would not exist! Plants feed almost all the 

heterotrophs (organisms that eat other organisms) on Earth. Wow!

PLANTS

http://home.usit.net/~info7/plants.html
http://california.sierraclub.org/sequoia/GiantSequoias/GSandSierraClub.htm


The animal

kingdom is the 

largest kingdom 

with over 1 

million known 

species.

ANIMALS

All animals consist of many 

complex cells. They are also 

heterotrophs.

Members of the animal kingdom 

are found in the most diverse 

environments in the world.

http://www.seaworld.org/animal-info/animal-bytes/index.htm
http://www.lanesville.k12.in.us/LCSYellowpages/Tickit/Carl/defpage.html


Protists

Slime molds and algae are 

protists. 

Sometimes they are called the 

odds and ends kingdom 

because its members are so 

different from one another.  

Protists include all 

microscopic organisms that 

are not bacteria, not animals, 

not plants and not fungi. 

Most protists are unicellular. You 

may be wondering why those 

protists are not classified in the 

Archaebacteria or Eubacteria 

kingdoms.  

It is because, unlike bacteria, 

protists are complex cells.

http://megasun.bch.umontreal.ca/protists/gallery.html
http://www.lanesville.k12.in.us/LCSYellowpages/Tickit/Carl/protists.html


Fungi

Mushrooms, mold and mildew are all 

examples of organisms in the 

kingdom fungi.

Most fungi are multicellular and

consists of many complex cells. 

Fungi are organisms that 

biologists once confused with 

plants, however, unlike plants, 

fungi cannot make their own 

food. Most obtain their food 

from parts of plants that are 

decaying in the soil.

Some fungi taste great and others can kill you!

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/fungi/fungi.html


Archaebacteria
In 1983, scientists tool samples from a spot 

deep in the Pacific Ocean where hot gases 

and molten rock boiled into the ocean form 

the Earth’s interior. To their surprise they 

discovered unicellular (one cell) organisms in 

the samples. These organisms are today 

classified in the kingdom, Archaebacteria

Finding Archaebacteria: The hot 

springs of Yellowstone National 

Park, USA, were among the first 

places Archaebacteria were 

discovered. The biologists pictured 

above are immersing microscope 

slides in the boiling pool onto which 

some archaebacteria might be 

captured for study.

Archaebacteria are found in 

extreme environments such as 

hot boiling water and thermal 

vents under conditions with no 

oxygen or highly acid 

environments

http://www.bact.wisc.edu/Bact303/b12


Eubacteria
Like archaebacteria, eubacteria

are simple and single celled. 

Most bacteria are in the 

EUBACTERIA kingdom. They are 

the kinds found everywhere and 

are the ones people are most 

familiar with.

Eubacteria are classified in their own kingdom because their chemical 

makeup is different. 

Most eubacteria are helpful. Some produce vitamins and foods like 

yogurt. (above left) However, these eubacteria, Streptococci pictured 

above right, can give you strep throat!

http://www.beyondbooks.com/lif72/2a.asp

